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OBITUARY 

Mattie Harris Henry Rowe passed away on Wednesday,        

December 4, 2019 at Lafayette Extended Care in Lafayette, AL.  

She was 89 years old.                                                                              

 Mattie was born on October 22, 1930 in the Waverly commu-

nity of Chambers County, AL to the late Henry Harris and Eva-

lena Henry.  She was raised by her late mother, Evalena Henry, 

and the late John Lee Thomas.                                                                 

 Mattie attended Councill High School in Dadeville, AL.  Her 

passions in life were cooking, traveling and fashion.  Mattie 

lived in New York City briefly before settling in Chattanooga 

with her four sons and her late husband, Joe Abraham Rowe.  

With her great cooking skills, Mattie worked at many places in-

cluding Parkridge Hospital, the University of Tennessee at 

Chattanooga, Sweeny’s Barbeque, and the Smoked Pig.                  

 Mattie was a faithful member of New Vernon Grove Mis-

sionary Baptist Church.  There she served as a dedicated mem-

ber of their Nurse’s Guild until her health began to fail.  She 

was also a long time member of the Eastern Star.                        

 Mattie had an entrepreneurial spirit and was known for be-

ing a hard worker.  In addition to working full time, she sold 

Avon Cosmetics, provided home care to others and delivered 

her delicious home cooked meals to local businesses and fami-

lies.                                                                                                    

 Those she leaves to cherish her memory are her four sons, 

Melvin (Jquatte “Shun”) Thomas of Opelika, AL; Cleophus 

(Rosemary) Heard of Chattanooga, TN; Joe N. (Judith) Rowe of 

Horseheads, NY; and Effrium Rowe of Chattanooga, TN; 14 

grandchildren; 24 great-grandchildren; one brother-in-law, 

Ralph Morgan of Dadeville, AL; two special friends, Joann 

Smith and Willie Todd; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, 

and friends.  

ORDER OF SERVICE                                   

Prelude ...................................................... Musician  

Processional ........................................... The Family 

Solo ................................................. Payton Keeling  

Scripture ................................. Rev. Xavier Thomas 

Prayer ................................ Rev. Martin D. Mervin 
 
Solo ................................................. Melvin Thomas 

Acknowledgements ............... Rosemary Heard & 

                                                               Judith Rowe 

Obituary ............................................. Read Silently  

Words of Comfort(Two minutes, please) ... Margie Wilson  

 Eulogy ................................... Rev. Jerry L. Gibson 

                                 Beulah #2 Missionary Baptist Church 

Song ............................................... LaToya  Mervin    

Closing Prayer .......................... Rev. Jerry  Gibson  

Recessional ............................................. The Family 


